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DEG JAPAN HOLDS 2nd ANNUAL BLU-RAY AWARDS

Industry Group Presents Awards for Best Blu-ray titles of 2009
Tokyo (February 18, 2010) – DEG: The Digital Entertainment Group Japan recently held its second annual award ceremony in Tokyo in recognition of the best in class for Blu-ray titles released in Japan during calendar 2009. The “DEG Japan Awards - Blu-ray Prizes” are awarded to recognize Blu-ray titles for their excellence in the following categories: (1) Picture Quality, (2) Sound Quality and (3) Interactivity. Two new categories were added this year – (4) Restoration and (5) consumer’s Choice. 

The selections were made by prominent audio visual critics, film and DVD magazine editors, and representatives from hardware manufacturers within the membership of DEG Japan. The Consumer’s Choice was the result of online voting from the Blu-ray Disc Association Japan Web site. 
The DEG Japan award recipients were as follows: 
GRAND PRIX 2009 (Live Action)
 
Ponyo on a Cliff by the Sea

Walt Disney Studio Home Entertainment (Japan)

Comment from judges: “Not only the image quality, but its music and sound quality and bonus material are stunning. Made in Japan Animation with its commitment to Blu-ray quality justifies its acclaim as the 2009 Blu-ray title of the year.”
Best in Picture Quality (LIVE ACTION)
Braveheart 
20th Century Fox Home Entertainment (Japan)

Comment from judges: “The atmosphere of the film is amazingly well reproduced. Minimal noise of image and vivid coloration enables us to realize how beautiful the original film was.”

Best in PICTURE QUALITY (DOCUMENTARY)
Eizoshi Satoyama Theatrical Version

NHK Enterprises
Comment from judges: “You feel as though you are present in the scenery and sharing the precious moment in nature.”
Best in PICTURE QUALITY (DOCUMENTARY)
Healing Islands OKINAWA ~Taketomijima/Iriomotejima
VICOM
Comment from judges: “Cutting edge high definition. Almost no blurriness of compression is seen in zooming and panning, while showing fabulous the soft image at changes of focuses.“
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Best in PICTURE QUALITY (DOCUMENTARY)
Healing Islands OKINAWA ~Taketomijima/Iriomotejima
VICOM
Comment from judges: “Cutting edge high definition. Almost no blurriness of compression is seen in zooming and panning, while showing fabulous the soft image at changes of focuses.“
Best in PICTURE QUALITY (Anime/CG)
Monsters Inc.

Walt Disney Studio Home Entertainment (Japan)

Comment from judges: “It maximizes the resource of Blu-ray. The texture of the fur and snow are just so real. The technique of ‘shadow’ is well presented throughout the screen. Best in class picture quality within the Animation category.”

BEST IN SOUND (MUSIC)
NHK Classical – BERNARD HAITINK ROYAL CONCERTGEBOUW ORCHESTRA SHUMANN Piano Concerto / BRUCKNER Symphony No.9 MURRAY PERAHIA

NHK Enterprises
Comment from judges: “The extreme detail and depth of sound - the silence before the performance, ringing sound in the hall and clear sound of instrument are amazingly synchronized.” 
BEST IN SOUND (MOVIE)

WALL-E

Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment (Japan)

Comment from judges: “Exquisite, high density surround sound evokes a sense of space and atmosphere. The sound of explosion spread with depth and it is stunningly real.”
BEST IN INTERACTIVITY
DETECTIVE CONAN: The Raven Chaser

SHOGAKUKAN Inc.

Comment from judges: “BD-Live provides download content that helps the title grow.  It enables us wanting to watch the movie over and over again. This is not just a copy of theatrical film but a high-value-added product. It deserves admiration.”
BEST IN RESTORATION
TORA! TORA! TORA!

20th Century Fox Home Entertainment (Japan)

Comment from judges: Exquisite sensitive image in close-up and wide view. The clearness of the air is beautifully restored. It is faithfully reproduced based on the original film.
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SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS
the seven samurai

Toho Co Ltd. 
Comment from judges: “The cutting-edge restoration technology has revived the 56-year-old 
film and enables us to see more detailed information. The newly re-edited surround sound using special mastering called FORS is remarkable.”

Tsurugidake Tennoki

Fuji Television Network Inc. Japan
Comment from judges: “The sound and video filmed in the middle of a vast wilderness are incredibly real. It represents best in achievement for a Japanese movie.”

USER’S CHOICE
Bakemonogatari

Aniplex Inc.

JUDGING PANEL:

Mr. Reiji Asakura, Audio Visual Critic

Mr. Yosuke Fujiwara, Audio Visual Critic

Mr. Masakazu Honda, Audio Visual Critic

Ms. Keiko Akechi, Editor in Chief, “Kinema Jumpo”

Mr. Akihiro Yonezaki, Editor in Chief, “Screen”

Ms. Junko Ogawa, Editor in Chief, “DVD Data”
Mr. Sakae Chiba, Editor in Chief, “DVD VISION
Mr. Tetsuya Izumi, Editor in Chief, “HiVi”
Mr. Shinji Koyano, Chair in Surround Sound WG, JAS
DEG Japan members from hardware manufacturers 

DEG: The Digital Entertainment Group Japan, is a Tokyo based nonprofit organization that is comprised of Japan based video hardware manufacturers and video software companies.  DEG Japan was founded in June 2008, with the aim of further accelerating the growth of both content and hardware digital entertainment businesses in Japan.  DEG Japan is a satellite group of The Digital Entertainment Group (DEG), a Los Angeles based, industry-funded nonprofit corporation.

DEG: The Digital Entertainment Group North America is a Los Angeles-based, industry-funded nonprofit corporation that advocates and promotes the many benefits associated with physical and digital entertainment while providing updated information to both the media and the retail trade. The DEG offers a forum for member companies to engage in ongoing discussions concerning various opportunities, which relate to other new digital technologies, the environment and other emerging topics.  
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